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What is a Fire Risk Assessment and do I need one Legally? How do I
Get One?
The principal current fire safety legislation known as the Regulatory Reform
(Fire Safety) Order 2005 requires virtually all premises with the exception of
single private dwellings to be provided with a fire risk assessment.
A fire risk assessment is an organised and methodical look at your premises, the
activities carried on there and the likelihood that a fire could start and cause
harm to those in and around the premises.
The purpose of this assessment is to decide what physical fire precautions and
management arrangements are necessary to ensure the safety of people in
your premises if a fire does start.
The assessment covers a wide range of topics including: escape routes, fire
alarm and detection systems, emergency lighting, signage, fire extinguishers,
testing and recording keeping, to name but a few! Hence the Risk Assessor
needs to be a competent person.
This assessment must be carried out by the responsible person for the
premises, however if they lack the knowledge and experience in fire safety to
be able to do this, then professional help should be sought.
It is now widely recommended by the UK Fire Industry and Government that
companies proving fire risk assessments should be insured, third party
certificated, and on a register of approved fire risk assessors such as that
provided by the Institution of Fire Engineers and other awarding bodies to
protect you and your organisation.
Having a competent risk assessor can save you money by removing the risk of
you carrying out unnecessary and costly works.
Here at Swan Fire our team of Risk Assessors meet all the above Criteria and
can undertake your Fire Risk Assessment for you and produce you a clear action
plan of any necessary improvements and how to achieve them to ensure
compliance.

